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History of the Arboretum

1937 Ewing Farm donated as park

1939 Park Board moved to create a lilac arboretum

1940 350 lilacs donated to the arboretum

1947 John C. Wister Landscape Architect was hired

1947 Opened to the public for its first good bloom and attracted 5000 visitors.

1948 A  record 20,000 patrons on a single Sunday!

Arboretum cared for by Paul Sandahl and George Madsen both park superintendants 
over the next 40 years.
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Original Plan

ORIGINAL RENDERING DONE BY JOHN C. WISTER 



Future Plans

Proposed Design Concept Ewing Park Lilac Arboretum
Drawn by Des Moines Parks Planning Department



Proposed Design Elements
Relocated Entry Drive
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Proposed Design Elements
New Educational and Tour Plaza
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Proposed Design Elements
New Ewing Park Lilac Shelter
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Proposed Design Elements
New Ewing Park Lilac Shelter Concept Picture

Future Plans
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