
“The Place to Meet”
With its many opportunities for walking,
biking, and other activities, Gray’s Lake
Park is the “Place to Meet” in the Des
Moines Metro area.

The centerpiece of the park’ s renewal
plan is the two-mile trail encircling the
lake.  This trail is lit and equipped with
emergency phones, providing a beautiful,
clean, and safe outdoor experience.

Connecting the trail on the south edge of
the lake is a 1/4 mile pedestrian bridge,
the only one of its kind in the Midwest.
The bridge is lit and visible from Fleur
Drive...a powerful message that Des
Moines is an attractive and welcoming
place to live and do business.

Along the railing of the pedestrian bridge,
individual bridge plaque sponsors are
recognized with a plaque bearing their
name, company name, friends’, or loved
ones’ names.  A minimum $100 donation
entitles you to a plaque.  Each plaque is
a brushed-aluminum rectangle measuring
4 x 2 1/3 inches.  Sponsors may include
up to two lines of text with 17 characters

each, including spaces, for a total of 34
characters per plaque.  An additional line
at the top of a plaque, reading “In Memory
of,” may be added upon request at no
charge.

Make your mark on Gray’ s Lake Park
and purchase a pedestrian bridge plaque.
Or, gift that hard-to-buy-for friend or
family member on a landmark occasion/
holiday.  These plaques are a permanent
and impressive memorial of the
community’s support for the restoration
of Gray’s Lake Park.

Complete the bridge plaque form with the
text exactly as you would like it to appear
on the Gray’s Lake Park pedestrian
bridge.  Return the form along with your
check written for a minimum of $100 and
payable to the Greater Des Moines
Community Foundation, 1915 Grand
Avenue, Des Moines, Iowa 50309.  Your
donation is tax deductible.

8/26/05

Gray’s Lake Park Rules

Alcohol Consumption or possession of al-
coholic beverages is not allowed.

Fishing Permitted in all areas except the
bridge and docks.

Swimming Allowed in designated beach area
only.  No lifeguard on duty.  Glass
containers, dogs and smoking are
not allowed at the beach.

Boating Electric trolling motors only.  High
overhead voltage.  Sailboats lim-
ited to a 24-foot maximum height.
Sailboats must remain 30 feet from
the bridge.

Rentals Paddleboats, canoes and
hydrobikes are available for $4 per
1/2 hour rental.

Bridge Fishing or jumping from the
bridge are not allowed.

Pets Pets must be on a leash at all times.
Owners shall clean up and remove
pet waste.  Pet waste stations are
located every 1/2 mile along the
trail as well as at the beach and
Overlook Terrace parking lots.

Traffic Motorized vehicles restricted to
roadways and parking areas.
Obey speed limits.

Hours November through March
6 a.m. - 10 p.m.

April through October
5 a.m. - 12 midnight



Park History
Through the centuries, the area that is today’ s Gray’s Lake Park
was part of the ever-changing course of the Raccoon River.  Left
behind after one such change in the Raccoon was an oxbow that
would become Gray’s Lake Park.  Residents of Des Moines in the
early 20th century remember this body of water as a small pond.
The land was originally owned by T.E. Brown, who sold 79 acres
on the eastern edge of the property to Gaylord E. Gray .  W ith
concrete just coming of age, Gaylord Gray had the idea of mining
sand and gravel out of this lake.  He started the business in 1917,
and eventually his son, Gaylord E. Gray, Jr., took over the opera-
tion.  This mining caused the oxbow to increase in size, eventually
forming a 100-acre lake.  The last large project of the mining opera-
tion was the concrete for the main runway at the Des Moines
International Airport.

Over the next several years, various plans for city ownership were
developed but never brought to fruition.  About this time, aerial
photographs were being made of the city and the large body of
water needed to be named on the map.  People had started referring
to it as Gray’ s Lake due to the partial ownership of the Gray
family members.  The name Gray’s Lake was suggested and adopted.
After the quarry operations ended, Des Moines Marine Company
leased the eastern half to operate Marine Beach.  Then, in 1959, a
Holiday Inn Motel was built on the southwest corner, setting the
stage for commercial development.  Each time requests for more
commercial development came forward, citizens spoke out against
it, urging public recreation instead.

Compelling arguments and persistence by community activist Paula
Brown encouraged action for the use of the lake as a park.  Former
Iowa Congressman Neal Smith was instrumental in securing a grant
from the Federal Bureau of Outdoor Recreation, along with other
funds.  Chamber of Commerce President Robb B. Kelley led a fund
drive to raise money to match the federal grant to the city.  On April
28, 1970, Gray’s Lake was dedicated as a city park.

In 1993 a flood destroyed the Holiday Inn.  For years, the aban-
doned and partially demolished building remained.  In 1998, David
and Elizabeth Kruidenier came forward with a vision and pledge of
$1.5 million for a trail to be made around the lake.  Construction
deadlines on the Kruidenier gift encouraged city leaders to move at
an accelerated pace.  At this time, the Weitz Company owned
about one-third of the lake.  It was this company’s generosity that
made it possible for the City of Des Moines to acquire the final
portion of the lake.  On October 26, 1998, the City of Des Moines
accepted financial gifts from Polk County , area businesses and
private citizens, many of which were with the condition that the
area be developed for public recreation.  The Greater Des Moines
Community Foundation served as fiscal agent for the project.

City officials and staff joined with citizens in planning, designing,
building and funding the new Gray’s Lake Park.  Gray’s Lake Park
is an urban gem drawing people looking for a place of peaceful
retreat and outdoor recreation, and provides a beautiful gateway to
downtown Des Moines.

Gray’s Lake Park

Photo by T im Bloomquist, Copyright 2003
www.TSBPhotography.com

Park Hours
November through March

6 a.m. - 10 p.m.
April through October
5 a.m. - 12 midnight

Des Moines Park and Recreation Department
(515) 237-1386

www.dmparks.orgC
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