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Officer Phoukham Tran

By SPO Doua Lor and Angie Dierenfeld

Senior Police Officer Phoukham Tran is a devoted fa
man and a committed polic
first dream was to contribute to his community by beco
a doctor. After getting his college degree while living in
home country of Laos, the communist government in Laos wanted to send Phc
to medical school in Hanoi. Realizing that the communist government wou
allow him and his fiancée to leave the country after receiving his medical deg
and his fiancée immigrated to the United States.

After arriving in the United States, Phoukham and his fiancée (who later beca
wife) came to lowa where he was eventually hired by the Des Moines Police [
ment as a Police Cadet. Phoukham worked for 18 years as a cadet, and u
became a Des Moines police officer in 2000. After graduating from the Police
emy, Phoukham began his career on Third Watch Patrol.

On August 19, 2011, a tragic accident occurred while Phoukham was directing
at East 30th and Grand during the lowa State Fair. Phoukham was struck by
driver and suffered serious injuries. Officers nearby responded immediat
provide first aid at the scene, and Phoukham was then transported to Mercy
by Fire Rescue.

After surgery, Phoukham was placed in the Intensive Care Unit; he had s
severe head trauma, along with several broken ribs. He was unresponsive
breathing on his own. His family and fellow officers held vigil at the hospital. O
Doua Lor, a special friend to Phouk
and sons, and other officers stopped by the hospital to encourage the family als

Officer Tran was transported to University of lowa Hospitals on August 21, 2@
undergo additional brain surgery and trauma treatment. Officers Doua Lor
Cam, and Dao Meunsaveng took turns spending each day in lowa City to §
Phoukham and his family. After Labor Day, Officer Lor went to visit Phoukha
lowa City and found that he was fully awake and tossing a therapy ball back a
with his youngest son. Although he could not talk yet because of a tracheoto
it was obvious he was on the road to recovery.

On September 7, Phoukham was transferred to the Chicago Rehabilitation Inst
physical, speech, and occupational therapy. Shortly after, Officer Meunsave
Officer Lor went to visit him and witnessed Phoukham walk for the first time
the accident. Continued on page 2
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Officer Phoukham Trancontinued From Page)1

On September 20, Phoukham returned to the Des Moines area. He is at the On With Life rehaljilitatio

facility in Ankeny for additional therapy and is continuing to improve each day.

There are many people who deserve thanks for their actions after the accident, including the offic

brs wh

provided immediate first aid, the fire medics who responded to the scene, and all those that have support

Phoukhamés family during his hospitalizati on

generous outpouring of support from the Asian community, the law enforcement community, th¢ local
community as wel-workers frighds @ndKamiymi®d slate¢c aimost $30,000 to has lpeen

donated to Officer Tran and his family.

The monetary total includes fundraisers held by the Watlao Temple, AMVets Post 2 Spaghetti Di

nner,

benefit held at by the Wilder Side Band at Java Joes, as well as the sale of wristbands organized by seve

Des Moines Police officers. Many thanks to everyone that has donated as well as the employees o

Moi nes Police Officeros Credit Uni on who h av

mai ntaining the account for Officer Tranobs f
who supported the family financially, through prayer or any other way during this family crisis.
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D POLI CE DEPARTMENTO0S CHI LI WI

Congratulations to the chili cook -off
team for winning first place at the
10th Annual Combined Charities
Campaign Chili Cook Off!

Team members were, Sgt. Larina
Blad, Lt. Jeff Aldrich and Lt. Scott
Rounds.

Rev. Dr. Carolyn King

Can | have
seconds?

Rev. Dr. Carolyn King and Chris Coleman

Over 350 City employees attended
the Cook-Off, and 15 City
departments competed for the
coveted title of Chili Cook -Off
Champion!

The judges were Rev. Dr. Carolyn
D. King (sponsored loaned execu-
tive from United Way and the PD's
chaplain), Lois White (editor of
Excellent Publishing Services) and

Lt. Scott Rounds, Sgt. Larina Blad, Chris Chris Coleman (Councnmember)_
Coleman and Lt. Jeff Aldrich
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By SPO Mike Moody

| received a call the other day from Steve Foritano (Polk Copnty
Attorneyb6s Office) asking flor
me to get dressed out in our SWAT gear and go to Blank €hil-
drends Hospital to Abreak ut
ready to be released. Pat and | had no idea what we were in|for.

We were told that Tyler was a 13 year old boy that had ajrare
skin disease that left him unable to walk or go outside for Jany
length of time. We were told that he had gauze dressingq that
went from his neck line down around the rest of his body. | He
had to have his dressings changed four times a day which|took
two hours each time. Each time they removed his dressingg, his
skin would be torn away with it. We were told that his olgler
brother had this same rare skin disease and had lost his battle just a year ago. We were also toldjthat T
would eventually lose his battle with it.

Pat Hickey and | decided that i1 f we were goi|lng
decided we would take the BearCat (SWAT armored personnel carrier) and take Tyler for a ride. Tler ha
no idea we were even coming and he had no idea how big a deal we were going to make it.

As we got off the el evator on Tyl erds floor At
tors and nurses standing in the hallway, waiting for Tyler to be released. He had obviously made an impre
sion with the medical staff. Everyone was surprised to see us too.

As we entered the room to fibreak Tyl er outo, | we
FBI hat on. He was completely wrapped in gauze and | noticed his little fingers were half gone. His fee
were wrapped, but you could tell his feet were almost gone too. His face was bright red and his skip looke
as though it was sunburned and peeling. It looked extremely painful. But after noticing all thesg thing
wrong with this young man, we noticed that he had the biggest smile on his face. He was so excitgd to s
us and was even more excited because we were|fAsS
even be more impressed by him.
| explained to Tyler that we were there to fdlbre
FBI hat and wear the Metro SWAT hat that we had brought him. He gladly gave up the FBI hat. |Officel
Hickey pushed Tyler in his wheelchair to the elevatéis we rode down in the elevator with Tyler and fis
mom and dad, we began to see how incredible this kid really is. He explained how he wanted to bg a poli
of ficer when he grew up and he couldndét wait |to
how he had eight brothers and sisters, but one of his brothers had just died a year ago. The realty set
Here was one of the happiest kids | ever met and he was living inprataln every day.| He
or even discuss his illness. Tyler knew he was dying from this awful disease but you would never [know |
by his attitude. He only talked about the good things in his life.

As we went out the exit to the Bear Cat, Tyl enqds
cle in front of the hospital and when he foungd
him into the passenger seat and we showed him the lights, sirens and camera monitors in the rig| He v
amazed. We invited Tylerodés dad in the vehic]|e

in the back and away we went. He smiled the whole time as we rode to the Metro STAR/SWAT offige. We
gave him a short tour of our office and then drove him back to the hospital so he could ride home jwith hi
mom and dad.

Officer Hickey and | said goodbye to Tyler and his family and we drove away in the BearCat. As \e left,
there was a strange silence. I couldndét get | Ty

plained about that day. This young man had changed me. He made me look differently and he fnade 1
thankful for the things | have in my life. As police officers we get to see the worst side of people. W¢ get tc
see things that make us immune to our feelings sometimes. We try to forget some of the things wq see ¢
the people we meet. But once or twice in our careers, we get to meet someone that makes it all clear to

Someone that makes us see why we actually took this job; someone one that makes us see the gqod in |
ple; and someone that will change us forever.
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Introducing Three New 's

By Sgt. Scott Raudabaugh

T 37

Officer Cordell Miller Officer Alycia Peterson Officer Ron Kouski
and Bello and Jack and Cak (pronounced Zack)

On Friday, July 1, 2011 the initial six weeks of Patrol Canine and Narcotics Detection Canine Train|ng for
three Des Moines Senior Police Officers and their new assigned patrol canines was completefl. Th
officers and their new partners include; Officer Alycia Peterson and her partner Jack, Officer Ronald

Kouski and his partner Cak, and Officer Cordell Miller and his partner Bello. On Monday, July 4,
those police officers and the dogs were assigned to the night shifts.

The training for the patrol canines began when Des Moines Senior Police Officer Larry Gilmore,
the inrhouse patrol canine trainer, went to Indiana to work with the vendor and the dogs to initi
cotics detection training and then brought the dogs back to Des Moines.

2011

ho is
e nar-

In Des Moines the patrol canine training was in accordance with United States Police Canine Assgciatiot
standards and consisted of training in the areas of officer protection, tracking of lost or missing prsons

tracking of fleeing suspects, building searches, narcotics detection and evidence searches.
Each year the officers and their assigned patrol canines participate in United States Police Canine

\SSOCI

tion performance and certification trials to test and maintain the skills of the dogs to ensure legal refability

and credibility.

The three new dogs join Officer Mark Miller and his partner Emir Il and Officer Larry Gilmore ang his

partner Caesar, which brings the total number of patrol canines to five. The Des Moines Police
ment also has a narcotics detection canine and three explosives detection canines.

Depart
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10 Year Anniversary of

60 Miles For 60 Cops

The Des Moines Police Department honored the Po
Officers who died in the line of duty on September 11, 2
in an event called 60 miles for 60 Cops. During t
September 1 attacks there were 23 New York City Poli
Officers and 37 New York Transit Authority Police Office
killed, totaling 60 police officers. On the tenth annivers
sixty police officers volunteered to walk one mile each
their honor. Local |l aw
Offices as well as State and Federal agencies were r
sented in this walk. Also joining the walk were Govern
Terry Brandstad, State of lowa Congressman Leon
Boswell, Des Moines Mayor Frank Cownie, Representat
Ako Abdul Samad, and friends of officers and supporti
members of the community.
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Central lowa American Red Cross Donates 57 AEDs ta
Des Moines Police Department

On April 28, 2010 Officer Dan Dusenbery was on his last shift before retiring from the Des Moines
Department when he suffered a cardiac arrest. Fortunately, fellow officers Charles Negrete an

the

Police
l Chri

Curtis were nearby and performed CPR on Officer Dusenbery until the Des Moines Fire Depatment

arrived on scene and used an Automated Exter

na l

Officer Duesenbery has almost fully recovered and, after experiencing firsthand the lifesaving imgact of

AEDs, has launched a personal campaign to have AEDs placed in every patrol car at the Des Moings Polic
Depart ment . That s more than 80 AEDs at a ¢o0s
The Centr al |l owa Chapter of the American Red]| Cr
In February, 2010 they received an estate gift from a donor whose instructions for the donation direg¢ted th
funds be used to purchase AEDs. The Red Cl‘ros
believed in her commitment to place AEDs in the community and used her $147,000 donation to p§irchas
57 AEDs for the Des Moines Police Department patrol cars.
That generous donation was a huge step towards Officer C =
berybds goal of aniTB&ED { heege #;I:lec"can
reached. I f youdd | i ke more ross | .
please visitvww.aeds4dmpd.org

Thank you American Red Cross Together, we can save a life

You can find the Blue Line on the Welsww.dmgov.org
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2011 Crime Fighter Award Luncheon

By Sgt. Larry Davey

event was sponsored by the Independent Insurance Agents of Des Moines. Their generosity in fun
event allows the Des Moines Police Department the opportunity to say thanks to those receiy|
awards. Because of the actions of these recipients and others like them that lives have bee
criminals have been arrested, and Des Moines is a better place to live and work. Eleven people
awards with family, friends, City leaders, and DMPD Command Staff in attendance.

The 2011 Crime Fighter Award luncheon was held Thursday, Octdbat the Embassy Suites. ThiF

There are three categories of the Crime Fighter awards:

The 'Humanitarian Award" is given to citizens who have aided an injured victim, saved, or attempt
save a life. Two citizens received this award; Robert Smith and Shawn Stripe. Mr. Smith obse

ing th
ng the
N save
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bd to
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neighboring house on fire and rescued a disabled man from inside. Mr. Stripe pulled an elderly mag with :

broken leg from a fiery vehicle following a traffic accident.

Humanitarian Award recipients Robert Smith (left) and Shawn Stripe (right) pictured with Chief Bradshaw and Asst. Chief Lillad.

TheA Communi ty Sedrviiscef oAwa
have made a positive difference in the community

i dt
9Y%

giving of their time and talents. This year the aw
went to Linda Cartetewis for volunteering over 20
years of service to the Des Moines Community.

Des Moines Police Department. Linda continues to

to improve the quality of life for many in the Des Moing

Linda Carter Lewis with Chief Bradshaw and area.
Asst. Chief Lillard

Theid Cr i me Fi g h is éor citizeng avhodhave assisted police in capturing criminals by ei

d

e

willingly shared her time with her husband, the late R¢v.
Irvin Lewis, Sr., when he served as a Chaplain for the

be

active in the community and volunteers countless hoprs

S

her

physically stopping the suspect or by giving information leading to an arrest. There were eight reqipients

of this award. They were Crystal Barton, Michael Latshaw, Kathy Linn, Corbin Mitchell, Mic
Mortensen, Mark Olsen, Michael Plasencia, and Raphael Plasencia. These incidents ranged from
to apprehend a bank robber, to assisting in the arrest of suspects involved in burglaries and thefts.

nael
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2011 Award Recipients

Pictured from left to right: Michael Plasencia, Raphael Plasencia, Michael Mortensen, Michael Latshaw, Robert Smith, Corbin
Mitchell, Kathy L. Linn, Shawn Stripe, Crystal Barton, Mark Olsen, and Linda Carter -Lewis.

We are currently taking names for 2012 Crime Fighter Award candidates. If you know of someone
of receiving any of these awards between now

jvorthy
an

for Awardso form found in the r epelb6b) withotleernsasel r

number detailing the incident. After receiving the nominees, a panel made up of representatives f
sponsoring agency and the N.A.R.C. office will start the selection process.

om th

Thanks for Everything JoahHappy Retirement!!

By Captain Joanne Pollock

Joan started out as an English teacher. Looking for a different career choife she
decided to apply for a job at the Police Department, and in October 1991, Joan PDuteau
began her career on the department as a Police Information Typist. Hqr first
evaluation, written by then Sgt Randgy Dawso|n
teous with the public and other employees and is willing to help others when ngeded.”
Whil e working at the I nformation Depk, Joar
and willingly edited many memorandums to ensure they were grammatically corfect.

| n 1998 Joan deci ded t o mov e fibehi njd t he sfclene

Her attention to detail and accuracy never wavered throughout her years of fyping.
Her contribution of editing the Blue Line allowed our department to continue utikziag
her English skills throughout her years of service and she will be missed!

Joan plans on devoting her time to caring for her aging mother and helping her husband who is
road to recovery after major surgery. For those of us who had direct contact with her, she will be
We wish her the best in retirement.
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issed.




