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Des Moines Police Officer Gonzalez Honored 
 Police Offi-
cer Joe Gon-
zalez, one of 
the first His-
panic officers 
in the Des 
Moines Police 
Depar tmen t , 
was honored 
on Saturday, 
September 24, 
by the Iowa 
Council of In-
t e r n a t i o n a l 
Understanding 

(ICIU) at its Annual Passport To Prosperity Dinner.
Gonzalez, whose face you may have  seen on a 

billboard around Des Moines is also the Rotary 
Club’s 2003 Police Officer of the Year. Gonzalez 
immigrated to Des Moines from his native Mexico 
in 1957. He is a 33-year veteran of the Des Moines 
Police Department and has received numerous 
awards during his career, including the Variety 
Club’s 2005 Sunshine Award for his work in the 
community. 

 He has attended the Simon Wiesenthal Hate 
Crimes Symposium in Los Angeles, was part of the 
Iowa Crisis Response Team that assisted at Ground 
Zero after the 9-11 tragedy and has received the 
Gold Seal Award for his work in assisting victims of 
sexual and domestic abuse. 
 The ICIU honored five immigrants who are help-
ing to make a difference in our lives at the annual 
dinner. The other honorees included: 
B.J. Do: 
President & Co-Founder of ABC Virtual Communi-
cations, refugee from Vietnam. 
Sonia Parras-Konrad: MUNA Program Director 
for the Iowa Coalition Against Domestic Violence, 
immigrant from Spain 
Juliet Cunningham: Vice President, Owner, & Co-
Founder of Team Services, Inc., immigrant from 
Iraq. 
Liansuo Xie: Manager- CAD System & Research 
and Development for Townsend Engineering, immi-
grant from China. 
ICIU Mission Statement: We build cultural respect 
at home and around the world one person at a time. 

Officer Joe Gonzalez 
Des Moines Police Department 

 Bates Park in the River Bend Neighborhood got a 
“blitz” makeover on September 15, thanks to the ef-
forts of Park and Rec, Home Depot Associates, 
KaBOOM and community partners.  Bates Park lo-
cated at 4th and Clark streets was transformed in just 
eight hours! 
 The Bates Park “Blitz” included; painting the shel-
ter inside and out, trimming and mulching trees, 
building planter benches and picnic tables, painting 
playground equipment and basketball court, and 
building a raised flowerbed around a newly painted 
Bates Park sign. Other improvements included: 
• Security light installed on the backside of shelter 
• New lighting installed inside the restrooms 
• Installed divider and screening inside men's rest-

room 
• New sand under the playground area  
• Painted basketball standards and backboards, four-

square court, hop-scotch, and basketball court 
• Planted flowers, and brick-chipped path to side-

walk 
• Repaired and painted 7 picnic tables 
• Built 2 flower pot benches and then planted mums 
• Pruned and mulched all trees in park  
 Jody Heuberger, AmeriCorps Director for Parks 

Bates Park Makeover 

and Recreation said, “Tony Russo, Parks Sr. Horticul-
ture Technician and his staff from Parks’ North Zone 
along with Larry Burt's crew from Parks Development 
helped out. This could not have happened without my 
staff volunteer Heather Squires and Park Tech Jim 
Plummer, helping me pull everything together for that 
day and being there until the end,” Jody added. 
 The NBSD Officers, Kervin Veasley and Cindy 
Donahue arrived in the afternoon and painted picnic tables. 
Members of the River Bend Neighborhood Associa-
tion along with residents in the area also came out to 
help with the park makeover.  

(Continued on page 3) 
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on September 
26.  U.S. Sena-
tor Tom Harkin 
(D-IA) also 
congratulated 
the group, “I 
am very proud 

that this community is being recog-
nized for something that Iowans have 
always known, Iowa is a wonderful 
place to raise a family.”  Iowa Gov-
ernor Tom Vilsack also sent his com-
pliments to the YAB team. “The best 
investment a community can make is 
in its young people. I congratulate 
Des Moines, for being named among 
the 100 Best Communities for Young 
People by America’s Promise,” said 
Vilsack. 
 Des Moines was selected to re-
ceive the 100 Best honor for many 
reasons including the emphasis on 
providing youth with leadership roles 
within the community and their col-
laborative programs on behalf of 
children and youth.  The City has 
fulfilled the five promises of Amer-
ica's Promise: caring adults, safe 
places, a healthy start and future, ef-
fective education, and opportunities 

to help others by identifying model 
programs and statistics that quanti-
fied youth success in the city.  
 One of the principal characteris-
tics cited by America's Promise in 
their decision to choose Des Moines 
was the City's emphasis on providing 
youth with leadership roles in the 
community and collaborative work to 
improve the lives of children and 
youth. Specifically cited by Amer-
ica's Promise was the City's Youth 
Advisory Board and the United 
Way's Emerging Leader's Initiative. 
 The YAB is an appointed policy 
body of 15 youth and seven adult 
members required by Des Moines’ 
Municipal Code. The United Way’s 
Emerging Leaders Initiative is work-
ing to create long-lasting change in 
community conditions affecting 
youth.   
 The YAB invited community 
stakeholders including the Greater 
Des Moines Partnership, the Des 
Moines Public Schools, the Human 
Service Planning Alliance and the 
Greater Des Moines Youth Leader-
ship Initiative to participate on the 
application team. YAB facilitated 
meetings with these partnering or-

ganizations in order to complete the 
competition's lengthy application and 
submitted it for consideration in July. 
 “The City of Des Moines is con-
stantly striving to not only cater to 
it’s youth in the community, but to get 
them involved in leadership and civic 
activities and organizations that are 
fun but educational as well,” said 
Jeff Rost, Treasurer for the YAB.  
 A complete list of winners can be 
found at www.americaspromise.org. 

(YAB___ Continued from page 1) 

Parks Director Don Tripp said, “The Bates 
Park project is one of 85 playgrounds, parks or 
fields that was selected across North America 
by The Home Depot and KaBOOM! to 
achieve its mission of “A great place to play 
within walking distance of every child in 
America.” 
 The park makeover projects are part of a 
national program sponsored by KaBOOM! 
and The Home Depot.  September was The 
Home Depot’s Corporate Month of Service 
Celebration in which the company expanded 
its effort to help communities and reach the 
company’s goal of 250,000 volunteer hours.   

(Continued from page 2) 

Youth Advisory Board 
Liz Cooney 

Roosevelt High School 
Stephanie Schulze 

North High  
Jeff Rost 

North High School 
Michael Hickman 
East High School 
Carey McGhee 

Roosevelt High School 
Amanda Bellis 

East High School 
Grant Harvey 

Hoover High School 
Madison Sconiers 

Hoover High School 
Linh Huynh 

Roosevelt High School.  

Timmins Retires:  The City of Des Moines’ Chief Deputy City Attorney Terry Timmins 
retired after 15 years of service on October 14.  Timmins has accepted the position of Asso-
ciate General Counsel with the Iowa League of Cities. His excellent service is appreciated 
and the City and Legal Department extend him best wishes in his new employment.  
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Mayor 
F r a n k 
C o w n i e 
u r g e d 
residents 
to sign up 
for a li-
brary card 
by issuing 
a procla-

mation in September. The Ameri-
can Library Association and local 
libraries sponsor Library Card 
Sign-up Month annually across the 

country to remind parents that a 
library card is the most important 
school supply of all. "The Smartest 
Card. Get it. Use it. @ your library®” 
Black and White Photo Exhibit 

at Central Library  
View a collection of 30 original 
black & white photos by Des 
Moines’ own photographer Robert 
Nandell. Although Nandell’s work 
appears regularly in The Des 
Moines Register, none of those 

featured in this display have ever 
been published.  The exhibit is 
entitled “Empty Windows” and 
captures the decline of small 
towns and farms in Iowa with pic-
tures of the people, landscape, and 
rural scenes.  The exhibit will be 
on display on the third floor of the 
Central Library during the month 
of October.   

Library Building Update  
As you travel past the East Side 
Library on Hubbell  you will see 
the beginnings of construction on 
the branch renovation. A fence 
now encloses the work site and the 
demolition will begin to make way 
for the start of the new sewer to 
service the building.  Completion 
date for this project is expected to 
be in August 2006. Until then, be 
sure to stop by and visit our tem-
porary location at the Douglas 
Elementary School. The DM 
Schools has been a wonderful 
partner in this whole endeavor. 
The new Central Library is pro-
gressing on budget and schedule. 
It will be dedicated April 8, 2006. 

Library Foundation Recognizes 
Iowa Authors 

The Des Moines Public Library 
Foundation will host its Sixth An-
nual Iowa Author Awards on 
Tuesday, October 18, at the Hotel 
Fort Des Moines. This event is the 
largest annual fundraiser for the 
foundation, and net proceeds 
benefit the collections and pro-
grams of the library system in Des 
Moines. Three authors with strong 
Iowa ties will be recognized - 
Nick Kotz, Mary Lynn Kotz, and 
the 2005 Pulitzer Prize winner for 
fiction, Marilynne Robinson.  The 
foundation will also honor Iowa's 
First Lady Christie Vilsack as its 
2005 Friend of Literacy.   
 The event includes dinner, a 
silent auction, book sale, and book 
signing with the honored authors.  
Tickets are $125 per person, and 
$100 of the ticket cost is a tax-
deductible donation to the library 
foundation. For more information, 
visit the library foundation's web 
site at www.desmoineslibrary.com/
foundation or call 515-288-5066.

Des Moines Library 

Des Moines Mayor Frank Cownie shows off 
new library card. 

www.desmoineslibrary.com 

Des Moines Canine Unit-Best in the Nation 

areas of expertise: obedience, agility, article 
search, suspect search and apprehension with 
and without gunfire.  Each phase of certification 
is judged on the canine team’s ability to accom-
plish the task and finish the exercise.  There is a 
total of 700 points possible, with a score of 560 
or above for a national certification.   
 The canine teams went to the national trial 
with the only expectation of certifying at the 

national level. The canine teams exceeded 
their own expectations by winning first 
place in the Department Team Division 
and being crowned National Champions.  
This is a prestigious honor and privilege 
for the Canine Unit to win this competition 
with the two-time defending champions 
from the Cincinnati, Ohio Police Depart-
ment and previous winners from St. Paul, 
Minnesota, Evansville, Indiana and Lake-

(Continued on page 6) 

 The Des Moines Police Department sent 
four canine teams to the United States Police 
Canine Association National Field Trials held 
in Evansville, Indiana during the month of 
September 2005. This is the first time the City 
has sent a canine team to this event.  This na-
tional field trial has canine teams from all over 
the country compete for certification and na-
tional standing.  The best of the best contend 
for individual and team recognition.   
 The trial consists of certification in five 
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The Des Moines City Council 
is reviewing the Residential Tax 
Abatement Program to determine 
if it should be continued or elimi-
nated and will seek citizen input 
in their discussions. Des Moines 
has used tax abatement since 1979 
when state law enabled tax abate-
ment as an incentive to encourage 
desired residential development.   
 Residential tax abatement is 
scheduled to expire in Des Moines 
on December 31, 2008.  The Resi-
dential Tax Abatement program is 
utilized across the entire city to 
increase the development of new 
housing and to encourage the re-
development or rehabilitation of 
older homes. 
 The City Manager’s Office will 
hold four (4) public meetings in 
November to gather comments 
and concerns from residents. 
 Residents who are unable to 
participate in public meetings can 
access information online on the 
City’s  websi te  at  ht tp:/ /
w w w . d m g o v . o r g /
taxabatement.htm. Information 
can also be obtained at City Hall 
from the Action Center Desk. 
 

Current Residential
Tax Abatement Schedules

•If the property is located in the 
downtown or “Target Area”, 
100% of the property taxes on the 
improvement are abated over a 
10-year period. 
•For the rest of the city, 100% of 
the taxes on the improvement’s 
value are abated over a 5-year pe-
riod.  
•For improvements that add less 
than $20,000 to the value of the 
structure, 115% of the building 
improvements are abated over 10-
years. 
 Statistics on Tax Abatement 
are available in the City Man-
ager’s Office of Economic Devel-
opment.  For additional informa-
tion and details regarding the Citi-
zen Residential Tax Abatement 
meetings please contact Janell 
Hampton, in the CMO at (515) 
283-4214. 

Should Des Moines Keep Its Residential  
Tax Abatement Program? 

Residential  
Tax Abatement  
City of Des Moines 

New Home-Garage-Addition  
 

You may be eligible for  
Property Tax Abatement. 

Basics:
Property tax abatement re-

duces your property taxes on  
new improvements for a period 
of time. The term of the abate-
ment – for five or ten years—
depends on the property’s loca-
tion. 
 The improvements must have 
increased the value of your 
property by at least 5 percent. 
The Polk County Assessor will 
make the final determination on 
the values. 
 You must apply for tax 
abatement to receive it. Appli-
cations are due by February 1, 
2006 for projects completed in 
2005.   
More details:
Questions on the process can be 
answered Monday-Friday.  Call 
or visit  8:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m.  

515- 283-4200 
Permit and Development Ctr. 

602 Robert Ray Dr. 
(602 E. First St.) 

Applications and details also 
available on the Internet at: 

http://www.dmgov.org/
departments/CD/

TaxAbatement.htm 
 

AViD Author Series
Des Moines Library 
Tuesdays & Sundays 

7:30 p.m. 
Authors from  

2003, 2004 2005 

City Council 
Wednesday /Sunday  9 a.m. 

Monday /Friday - 6 p.m. 
Plan & Zoning Commission 

Thursday 5 pm 
Sunday 1 pm 

Watch  City Spotlight  
with Mayor Frank Cownie 
Monday  at 3:00 pm 
Wednesday  at 6:30 pm 
Friday   at 8:30 p.m. 
Saturday  at 8:30 p.m. 
Sunday  at 6:30 pm 

Meeting Schedule

11/01    6:00-7:00 PM  Ward III  Southside Library  
11/02    6:00-7:00 PM  Ward II  East Side Senior Center  
11/15    6:00-7:00 PM  Ward IV  Weeks Middle School  
11/16    6:00-7:00 PM  Ward I  Northwest Community Ctr.  
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Meredith Trail Bridge 
Ribbon Cutting Ceremony City  Project 

Albuquerque, NM Science Center & Children’s Museum of Albuquerque 
Albuquerque, NM Isotopes Park 
Arlington, TX Competitive Services Initiative 
Birmingham, AL Homeownership Initiative 
Colorado Springs, CO. Meth: A Social Plague 
Colorado Springs, CO. Education 
Des Moines, IA It Started With Pots 
Fort Lauderdale, FL Waterworks 2011 
Fresno, CA The New Normal 
Glendale, AZ Partnership Programs 
Glendale, AZ Innovated Public-Private Partnership 
Laredo, TX International Sister Cities Festival 
Pembroke Pines, FL Pines Charter School System 
Rochester, NY Investigator Mentor Program 
Scottsdale, AZ Paiute Neighborhood Center 
Scottsdale, AZ Teens on a Mission for Progress (STOMP) 
St. Petersburg, FL Mayor’s Mentors and More 
Stockton, CA Bob Hope Theatre Renovation 
Tallahassee, FL Frenchtown Revitalization 
Winston-Salem NC New Hope Initiative 

NLC Howland Award Nominees  
(150,001-500,000 population category) 

between the City and many of the 
Neighborhood Associations.  
 The Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment grows thousands of the annual 
plants in its greenhouses every year 
and volunteers from Neighborhood 
Associations plant them on public 
property in their area and maintain 
the plants over the course of the 
growing season. 
 The program has steadily grown 
in scope, each year acquiring more 
partners in the corporate, educational 
and citizen sectors resulting in the 
development of an urban landscape 
ethic that has softened the streetscape 
by providing masses of plant green-
ery and floral color.  In 1985 the City 

grew 85,000 annuals, of which 
25,000 were given to Neighborhood 
Associations. Today the number of 
annuals produced has increased to 
468,000, with more than half of the 
plants earmarked for use in floral dis-
plays on public property.  
 Landscape enhancement is only 
one of the benefits of the plant give-
away program. Perhaps of equal or 

greater importance is the opportunity 
that the program provides for the City 
to work closely with its citizenry, 
both corporate and individual, in a 
positive activity that has citywide 
impact. 
 Volunteers and special popula-
tions like court community service 
workers play a key role in the pro-
gram. In any given year, more than 
90% of the seedlings are transplanted 
by these groups. Their contribution  
make the giveaway program afford-
able while at the same time providing 
a mechanism by which individuals, 
ranging from elementary school aged 
children to senior citizens can interact 
with City government in a way that 
elevates the quality of life. 

(Continued from page 1) 

On Friday, October 14 at 9:00 a.m. City leaders 
and park supporters gathered for a ribbon cutting 
ceremony on the new Meredith Trail Bridge Plaza 
located next to Principal Park on Water Street be-
tween MLK Parkway and East First Street. 
 When it is completed, the Meredith Trail will 
connect the Principal Riverwalk to Gray's Lake 
Park and form a 4-plus mile trail loop in downtown 
Des Moines.  
 The entire trail and bridge plaza opened to the 
public October 15. This beautiful pedestrian bridge 
accommodates bikes, walkers, runners and in-line 
skaters but also will be used for activities and 
events. Features include trail lights, water fountains 
for people and pets, emergency phones and over-
looks.  Between 1,000 and 2,000 people used the 
Meredith Trail on any given day this summer. 

land, Florida competing.    
 The teams consisted of Sergeant Mike McDermott and canine Argo, 
Senior Police Officer Mark Miller and canine Emir, Senior Police Offi-
cer Tim Nading and canine Reno and Senior Police Officer Larry Gil-
more and canine Caesar. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Service Plus 
 Recognition of the  
 extra effort given by 
 City Employees. 

Snow Plow Roadeo 
By:  Sara Thies and Bruce Braun 

In preparation for the snow season, snowplow driv-
ers in the Public Works Department must pass a snow-
plow-driving test.  The top performers go on to compete 
in the annual statewide Snow Plow Roadeo. 
 The Roadeo has several challenges to test the skills 
a driver must use during emergency snow operations 
including driving through cones that represent narrow 
alleys, cul-de-sacs and dead-end streets.  Drivers get 
points for accuracy and penalties for hitting cones. 
 The September 6 event was conducted as part of the 
Iowa Maintenance Training Expo 2005 which is held at 
Iowa State University.  Organizers of the event said the 
activities are designed to boost morale before the snow 
season.  During the event, drivers also learn to perform 
a thorough inspection of the machinery to identify prob-
lems such as oil leaks, tire wear and burned out bulbs. 
Approximately 80 teams participated in the event.   
 The Des Moines Public Works Department sent 3 
truck teams.  The team of Brad Tingley and Jim Case 
took second place and the team of Kevin Decker and 
Bill Bauer, Sr. were fourth place finishers.  
 Brad and Jim were 
recognized with tro-
phies and a plaque 
which is on display 
in the Public Works 
Office.   
 The City was also 
represented at the 
event by:   
Motor Grader Division: 
John Virden  
Caryl VanderKamp 
Richard Terry  
and Joe Case  
Truck Division:  
Genaro Cataldo  and 
Keith McLey 

Dear City Street Workers: 
 There are times when you may feel 
your hard work goes unnoticed and unappreci-
ated; but please let me say that we on SW Titus 
Street appreciate you and the efficient and 
quick manner in which you were able to reno-
vate our street.  It is so wonderful to travel 
down our street everyday and not have to avoid 
those two large dips in the road.  We are surely 
grateful to you!  God bless you!!   
Sincerely, 
Resident S.W. Side. 
 
Dear Public Works: 

The asphalt overlay on Center 
Street between 31st and 24th was a very 
professional job.  The people on the crew 
were hard working and fast.  They kept 
the area picked up and also cleaned the 
parking area.  A beautiful piece of work… 
Thank you Public Works!!  
Lyla Dozier 
 
Dear Solid Waste: 

I am fortunate to have Solid Waste 
Section Chief Gene Hale for my area of Des 
Moines.  I could NOT ask for a more polite 
and responsive person.  When I call, Gene is 
not here within hours, but rather minutes to 
see to my needs. I don't know how you 
could find a better representative from your 
whole work staff.  I am especially pleased 
with his wonderful attitude and great smile.  
Thanks for this wonderful employee!"  
Lynda Jewett-Cooper  
 

Plant Field Worker Brad Tingley and 
Tree Trimmer Jim Case display the 
trophies they received for their second 
place finish in the Snow Plow Roadeo 

and unleaded additives are added to fuel storage tanks to 
improve mileage and reduce repair and maintenance costs. 
 City employees are encouraged to exercise conservation 
by reducing unnecessary idling and having preventative 
maintenance performed on time.  Improved efficiency of 
vehicles and alternative fuels and related technology are 
being evaluated in an effort to reduce the City's overall fuel 
consumption.  

(Continued from page 8) 




