
*Roll Call Number Agenda Item N ~~r

Date .____)lln-t.).~'_tQHL______

APPROVING BEAVER AVENUE STREETSCAPE CONCEPT PLAN

WHEREAS, on March 9, 2009, by Roll Call No. 09-367, the City Council approved a professional services
agreement with Genus Landscape Architects, P.c. to provide a conceptual design for the Beaver A venue
Streetscape; and

WHEREAS, the Beaver Avenue Streetscape Concept Plan has been developed through public involvement
and a steering committee comprised of Beaverdale business and neighborhood stakeholders, as well as City
staff from various departments and

WHEREAS, two concepts, a narrowed intersection and a roundabout, were developed to improve
pedestrian safety and vehicular circulation at the intersection of Beaver A venue and Urbandale A venue; and

WHEREAS, the Beaverdale Neighborhood Association and the Beaverdale Business Coalition have
submitted letters in support of the roundabout concept and the Traffc Safety Committee recommended the
roundabout as the preferred alternative for this intersection.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES,
IOWA: That the Beaver Avenue Streetscape Concept Plan, including the construction of a roundabout at
the intersection of Beaver A venue and Urbandale A venue as the preferred alternative, a copy of wh ich is on
file in the office of the City Engineer, be and is hereby approved.

(Council Letter Number Ib-JSZattached)

Activity ID 01-2009-0 I 5

FORM APPROVED:

i to adopt.

JW- ¥..~
Kathleen ande 0

Deputy City Attorney

Moved by

~ Funding Source: 20 I 0- I I CIP, Page Street-6, Beaver A venue Streetscape, STR245

COliNCIL ACTION YEAS NAYS PASS ABSENT CERTIFICATE
COWNIE

COLEMAN I, DIANE RAUH, City Clerk of said City hereby
GRIESS

certify that at a meeting of the City Council of
said City of Des Moines, held on the above date,

HENSLEY among other proceedings the above was adopted.
MAHAFFEY

MEYER
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my

~ioORE
hand and affixed my seal the day and year first
above written.

TOTAL

MOTION CARRIED APPROVED

Mayor City Clerk
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Neighborhood Association

June 17,2010

Hon. Halley Griess, Ward 1
1628 3ih Street
Des Moines, IA 50310

By email

Dear Councilman Griess:

As the Beaverdale streetscape steering commttee continues to work on our streetscape project, the intersection of
Beaver A venue and Urbandale A venue continues to be a focal point of opinion. We recently held two public
meetings to update everyone on the project, provide another opportnity for individuals to ask questions and to
solicit feedback on the project, especially related to the intersection design. The presentations were neutral related
to the intersection.

On the morning of May 26th, the members of the steering commttee, Genus Landscape Architects and several city
staff members met with business owners from the neighborhood. Ignoring those associated with the project, we had
22 business owners on the attendance sheet. The attendance was larger than that so we missed a few people signing
in. In this meeting we did bring up the SSMID and had examples of the additional costs that could be incurred
following Ingersoll's formula based on propert assessed value. After discussions related to the Beaver &
Urbandale Avenue intersection (options: do nothing, narrowed intersection or roundabout), a vote by show of hands
for what people preferred was conducted. The unoffcial results were:

25 in favor of the roundabout
3 in favor of a narrowed intersection
o in favor of keeping it as is

On the evening of May 27th, we held the second public meeting. The presentation by Genus was nearly the same as
the day before. Not counting the city/design team, we had a rough head count of 45 individuals, with some
individuals not staying through the whole meeting. Unfortnately our sign-in sheet had 28 names (I noticed your
name was one of the missing signatures Q)). As you may recall, there was quite of bit of discussion related to
intersection. When a hand vote was taken the results were:

32 in favor of the roundabout
4 in favor of a narrowed intersection
1 in favor of keeping it as is
2 or 3 abstain from voting

On June 3rd, the Beaverdale Neighborhood Association Board endorsed the concept of the roundabout for the
intersection at Beaver and Urbandale. The Beaver Avenue Streetscape Plan wil be presented at the June 28th City
Council meeting. I imagine there wil be a Council vote to approve the plan. If such a vote is necessary, the BNA
hopes you vote in favor of the plan presented, including the roundabout concept for the BeaverlUrbandale
intersection. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. Thank you for your time and consideration
on this project.

Mike Kamper
President, BNA
Kamperdsm~yahoo.com
515-279-0410 (h)
515-283-5651

Beaverdale Neighborhood Association, P.O. Box 30175, Des Moines, Iowa 503 I 0



Cc:
Mayor Frank Cownie
Council members: Robert Mahaffey; Christine Hensley; Brian Meyer; Chris Coleman; Skip Moore
BNA Board
Brett Douglas, Genus Landscaping Architects
Beaverdale Streetscape Steering Commttee
Kyle Larson, City Planner
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Beaverdale

Betterment
Coalition

June 22, 2010

Hon. Halley Griess, Ward 1

1628 3 ili Street
Des Moines, IA 50310

By email

Dear Councilman Griess:

The Beaverdale Betterment Coalition (BBe), an organization representing the business
community of Beaverdale, would like to take this opportunity to formally endorse the
Beaverdale Streetscape Master Plan, including the roundabout intersection. We believe
the plan represents an investment in the future of Beaverdale's business core. The plan
will address many of the concerns of our community regarding the current hardscape of
Beaverdale. Additionally, a new streetscape wil create a unique sense of place for our
business community and in doing so drive business investment in our neighborhood.

The BBC identifies two major concerns in Beaverdale's current streetscape. The first is
safety. We believe the current intersection of Beaver and Urbandale is a safety hazard for
drivers, pedestrians and cyclists. It is a diffcult intersection for all of these users to
navigate and it impedes the safe flow of traffc through that intersection, Throughout the
business core of Beaverdale pedestrian crosswalks are difficult and identify and motorists
routinely travel through these crosswalks at high speeds without regard for pedestrians.
The BBC is confident the Master Plan will addresses these and other safety concerns
identified through the public planning process.

The second significant concern for Beaverdale's business community is traffic along
Beaver Ave. In recent years we have seen an increase in the volume of traffc traveling
through Beaverdale. Our primary concern is the speed at which this traffic moves and the
resulting congestion. When traffic isn't zooming past our businesses it's often in a
chaotic jumble as a result of confusion and poor functionality at the Beaver and
Urbandale intersection. This prevents patrons of our area businesses from accessing
parking and often creates a sour mood among those traveling into Beaverdale. The BBC
is confident that the roundabout and other planned improvements to Beaverdale's
streetscape will help ease the flow of traffc through Beaverdale.



Lastly, we would like to draw your attention to the fact that as this project progresses the
length of time for which business as usual is disrupted for our members will affect our
ability to weather construction and emerge as healthy businesses. It is critical to the
business community that this project is committed to a strict timeline and that the entirety
of construction in anyone phase of the project is well coordinated, well communicated
and as concise as possible. The impact this project will have on the health of our
businesses will, in our opinion, be very positive in the long term. We at the BBC are
committed to working with the City of Des Moines to ensure the short term challenges to
the businesses are minimized whenever possible.

Thank you for your time and consideration,

Lexi W ornson
BBC President
Lexi.K W 1 ~ginail.com

515-720-2013

Beaverdale Betterment Coalition. PO Box 13395 Des Moines, IA 50310
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