PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION WILL INCREASE DRAMATICALLY BY THE CREATION OF A FULL WEEK
OF EDUCATIONAL PREPARATION IN K-12 CLASSROOMS, UNIVERSITY CAMPUSES, AND INFORMAL
SETTINGS SUCH AS NATURE CENTERS, Z0OS, AQUARIUMS, AND MUSEUMS; AND

WHEREAS, COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS WILL INCREASE THE AMOUNT OF ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION TAKING
PLACE IN AMERICA’S CLASSROOMS PRIOR TO EARTH DAY WHILE DRAWING EDUCATOR ATTENTION
TO THE LARGER OPPORTUNITIES AND VALUE OF ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION FOR BOTH, YEAR
LONG EDUCATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP; AND

WHEREAS, ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION BOLSTERS CORE ENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY IN OUR K-12 STUDENTS
BY FEATURING GRADE-APPROPRIATE ENVIRONMENTAL LITERACY GOALS AND CONTENT STANDARDS;
AND

WHEREAS, ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION WILL ENCOURAGE SCHOOLS TO PARTNER WITH LOCAL MUSEUMS,
NATURE CENTERS, ZOOS, SCIENCE CENTERS, AQUARIUMS, AND LOCAL PARKS; AND

WHEREAS, THE PROFESSIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION COMMUNITY WILL HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO
ANNUALLY FEATURE ITS ACCOMPLISHMENTS WITH THE NATION’S EDUCATIONAL LEADERS; AND

WHEREAS, NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION WEEK, COORDINATED BY THE NATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION FOUNDATION, IN COOPERATION WITH HUNDREDS OF OUTSTANDING
ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION ORGANIZATIONS, EDUCATION ASSOCIATIONS, AND AGENCIES WILL
BECOME AN ANNUALLY ANTICIPATED EVENT FOR LOCAL PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOLS AND VARIOUS
EDUCATION CENTERS IN DES MOINES, [owWA.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, T. M. FRANKLIN COWNIE, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF DES MOINES, DO HEREBY
PROCLAIM APRIL 12 - 18, 2009, AS:

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL
EDUCATION WEEK

AND CALL UPON THE CITIZENS OF DES MOINES, IOWA TO RECOGNIZE AND PARTICIPATE IN THIS
SPECIAL OBSERVANCE.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQF, 1 HAVE HEREUNTO SET MY HAND AND CAUSED THE SEAL OF THE CITY OF
DES MOINES, IOWA TO BE AFFIXED THIS SIXTH DAY OF APRIL, TWO THOUSAND NINE.

T. M. FRANKLIN COWNIE, MAYOR
CITY OF DES MOINES
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